elaria
8 NQQ’

7,
»
2
3

Friends of Candelaria Nature Preserve Summer 2025 Newsletter
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Save the date- Special Volunteer Event
October 17, 2025, 7am-10am. See notice on last page.

LANDSCAPE STORIES: On March 24, 2025, we received our first allocation of irrigation
water and by the first week of July we had received likely our last. The previous Fall, a
group of volunteers had distributed by hand a mix of native grasses and forbs into the
fields west of the Duranes Lateral, covering 5 acres. Volunteers broadcasted handfuls
of seed, maintaining a distance between each
other while simultaneously moving further to the
south, and ultimately to the end of the fields. On
May 9 the grasses were looking good (pictured,
right) and by mid-July this field, pictured below
looked spectacular. Transformation is possible!

WILDLIFE STORIES:

A breeding pair of Swainson’s Hawk have successfully nested
and produced at least one eyas (term for hawks that have not yet
learned to fly) for many years at CNP. However, this year and
last the pair has successfully raised two fledglings (young hawks
that have recently left the nest but not yet fully independent),
benefitting from the new habitats. This hawk prefers locust and
grasshoppers. It is a spring and summer migrant to our dry
prairie where it builds its nests of sticks and then spends winters
in South America. This photo was taken by Cameron Weber
using a spotting telescope during the weekly bird survey
conducted by volunteers at the Rio Grande Nature Center.




A coachwhip (Masticophis flagellum) seen by Teri Neville in
August of 2024. It’'s not venomous and while its head was
lifted it was just curious about its surroundings, preferring
dry, sandy soils. They are opportunistic predators meaning
they are not picky eaters and prey on reptiles, amphibians,
birds, and insects.

VOLUNTEER STORIES:

Beneath the overstory of elms, we’ve planted a
robust group of native shrubs and grasses. It's a
mindful practice to carry our half-full containers
individually to the plants and encourage them to
adapt to the diminishing monsoons. It has
proven successful, and we appreciate working
with water any time of year. This Friday we had
volunteers that found us through the CABQ
volunteer website and the Friends of Candelaria Nature Preserve (FCNP). Pictured left-
right: Rosemary Markle, Whitney Johnson, Emma Overstreet and Jacob White (both UNM
Students and Rio Grande Return technicians), Augusta Farley, and Teri Neville (unpictured).

FRIENDS OF CANDELARIA NATURE PRESERVE (FCNP) UPDATES:

As of August 2025, Candelaria Nature Preserve is the recipient of a 3-year grant provided by
The Land and Water Conservation Fund. This grant is funded by Congress through the
Great American Outdoors Act, not tax local dollars. The funding was secured by Ciudad Soil
and Water Conservation District which is under contract with the City of Albuquerque to
help manage CNP, who work in partnership with Rio Grande Return, the group
implementing the Management Plan. The funding will cover approximately 40 acres within
the Preserve for a total of $846K over the 3-year period. FCNP have also committed to
spending $6K over the 3 years, which will be applied as match toward nursery materials.
In addition, hours spent by volunteers restoring CNP’s landscapes will further release
funds in support of projects at CNP, that’s us! This leads us into our next announcement for
a Friends of Candelaria Nature Preserve Fall Volunteer Blitz— see next page.

Zoom Speaker Series: If you have ideas for content or specific
people/organizations, please email us at:
friendsofcandelarianaturepres@gmail.com
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Please consider joining FCNP on October 17, 2025, anytime between 7am to 10am
| when we will have water and snacks to nourish your bodies in thanks for your
efforts to help us plant, water, and weed selected portions of this ever-changing
and increasingly naturalized landscape.

Volunteer Blitz
Chop weeds Carry water

Friday, October 17, 2025, 7am-10am

Bring hat, gloves, long pants, closed-toe shoes, and water. Park along the north
side of Arbor Rd NE. Walk over the acequia and enter through the gate to the north
of the car gate. Stay as long as you like and help us plant, water, and weed
bringing us closer to realizing an increasingly natural habitat for our wild
neighbors. We welcome our large and generous community of the Friends of
Candelaria Nature Preserve, come share a few moments to a few hours with us
this Fall. BRING FRIENDS!! Questions or want to help out? Contact us at
friendsofcandelarianaturepres@gmail.com
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